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Table-Installed DIGIPILOT Payback Period of Complete AutoMATE Systems for 1st 17 Vessels, and Fuel Saving Only for 3 

 

A complete iotron Corporation AutoMATE System consisted of DIGIPLOT ($75,000), Anti-Collision, and DIGIPILOT/DIGINAV ) 
$50,000 each) totaling $125,000.  The payback was determined for the first 17 systems sold. A 28 kt containership customer bought 
only the DIGIPILOT because they already had a Magnavox Transit Satellite system installed to furnish the radio navigation and 
course to steer, so the American President cost was only $25,000 and the complete control was using the AutoHELM cruder controller 
for minor changes to the commanded course to steer for making minor “early and bold” (usually a few degrees) avoidance type 
maneuvers in trans Pacific crossings where the fuel saving was very pleasing, particularly with  payback of 0.3 months, practically on 
one trip!. 

The same data in the RTCM paper was used to produce a comparison table called then and now due to the oil price increases but using 
the Modular DIGIPILOT ONLY for establishing the payback period. The same data in the RTCM paper was used to produce a 
comparison table called then and now due to the oil price increases but using the Modular DIGIPILOT ONLY for establishing the 
THEN and NOW payback period shown in the table. 
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